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Yumi Okazaki started piano practice under Sakae Hatori's instruction at her
age of 13. She studied at Tokyo University of Arts under Professor Emeritus
Yasuko Tani and earned Bachelor of Music and Master of Music degrees in
piano.

In 1983, Hungarian government awarded Yumi a scholarship with high
distinction for studying at the Liszt Ferenc Academy of Music in Budapest,
whera she studied in the master classes under Kornel Zempleni and Sandor
Falvay, as well as Zoltan Kocsis, Oxana Jablonskaja, and George Sebfk.

Upon returning to Japan, Yumi embarked on a series of nationwide solo piano
recitals and concerts with prestigious orchestras such as the Tokyo
Philharmonic, the Nagoya Philharmonic, and the Kyushu Philharmonic,
enthralling audiences with for her subtle yet powerful musical expression.

In 1986, Yumi won the first place in the piano division at the 5th Annual Music
Competition in lizuka, sponsored by the Asahi Shimbun Company, and also
wan the Grand Prix and the Minister's Award from Japan’'s Ministry of
Education, In 1989, Yumi released her debut CD from King Records, and her
follow-up CDs from Sony Records. Her entire discography is now available on

Rie Akagi is one of the world's leading Caribbean flutists, performing
internationally with bases in both Japan and the Caribbean. Renowned for her
unique style that blends refined classical technique with the passionate energy
of salsa, she has earned widespread acclaim throughout the Caribbean.

In 2002, she collaborated with the legendary jazz pianist Michel Camilo on her
ewn album. In 2012, she appeared as the main act at the Puerto Rico Jazz
Festival, captivating an audience of more than 10,000 people.

In Japan, she is also well known as a core member of composer Yuki
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music streaming platforms.Since her debut, Yumi has performed at Carnegie
Hall, Colburn Thayer Hall, Tokyo Kioi Hall, Suntory Hall, Oosaka lzumi Hall,
Nagoya Shirakawa Hall, Kyoto Concert Hall and many other major concert
halls.

RECENT HIGHLIGHTS

= 2019 Recital at Carnegie Hall Weill Recital Hall and Colburn Thayer Hall with
Beethovprogram.

+ 2021 Performed at “Prayer Concert from Vatican to Japan

+ 2022 Performed at the dinner for World Assemble for Women (WAW 2022)
hosted by Japan's Prime Minister Fumio Kishida.

« 2024 Recital at Camegie Hall Zankel Hall

+ 2025 Performed at Hochburg Palace in Vienna

* Performances for the Sweden-Japan Society and Air Canada

MEMBERS

Committee member of the Sony Foundation of Education (2001~2023)Member
of the Japan Federation of MusiciansMember of the Piano Teachers' National
Association of Japan

7v— b 3EH  Rie Akagi (Flute)

Kajiura's ensemble. Her expressive flute performances can be heard in
numerous acclaimed productions, including the television anime Demon
Slayer: Kimetsu no Yaiba, the historical documentary series Rekishi Hiwa
Historia, and the NHK television drama Hanako and Anne.

Her latest album, The Magic Flute in the Magical Kingdom (2020), is a
collaboration with New York salsa legend Larry Harlow.

In recognition of her outstanding contributions to cultural exchange, she was
awarded B.Mus., Flute Performance, Tokyo University of the Arts
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